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FOREWO RD 


The material for this report was secured 
on a trip mede under the auspices of the Na- 
tional Park Service from October 12 to October 
29, 19355. The report was written immediately 
after the expedition returned to headquarters. 


Very few copies of the report were made 
at that time end the informetion contained 
therein waa not generally ovellable. With the 
erection of the proposed museum at Tumacacori 
National Monument during 1937, it is thought 
that interest in the o14 Spanish Missions will 
be stimulated sufficiently to warrant the is- 
suaence of « limited number of copies of this 
report in the present form. 


Tae work of mimeogrephing, reproducing of 
photographs, coloring of plates, end binding 
has been done by workers made available by the 
Works Progress Administration, District 8, Pro- 
ject #4285. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The problems of stabilization, reconstruction end restoration 
together with proposals for « museum and exhibits at Tumacecori 
Netional Monument have produced meny questions involving the arch-~- 
itecture and history of this famous Monument. The answers to many 
of the questions ere to be found in a study of the missions esta- 
blished by Padre Busebdio Franeciseo Xino, which for the most part 
lie in Sonora, Mexico. 

The purpose of the Sonora expedition was to make a preliminary 
survey of these missions, securing architectural and historical 
data which will aid the architects and museum technicians in the 
Solution of these problems. 

Members of the expedition were Howerd Tovree, Chief Sngincer- 
ing Aide and Robert Hose, Perk Naturalist both from the Southwest- 
erm Monuments Headquarters; George Grant, officiel photographer of 
the Nationel Park Service; Arthur Woodward, Associate Laboratory 
Technicien and Leffler Miller Associate Architect from the Field 
Division of Zducation; Seofield DeLong, Associate Architect re- 
presenting the Branch of Plens and Design, and in charge of party. 

Permission to pass into Mexico with two government cars ané 
the necessary cameras and equipment was secured from the Chief of 


Customs st Nogeles, Sonora, thru the offices of the American Con~- 





Gui. We proceeded directly to Hermosillo, the capitel of Sonora, 
where we goutected the Secretary of the Governor, securing there 
an officiel permit to cerry on our Mission Studies. This proceed- 
ure proved very necessery and sucesssful in siding us in our work, 
The Mexicen officials were most courteous, 

Our entrance into Sonore preceded but a few hours en uprising 
in this area during which a few well aimed rebel shots deprived us 
of the privilege of meeting seversl of the town officials, and 
Geused us to remain at the Hotel Ramos in Hermosillo longer then 
we hed plenned. Ye were, however, well protected since the Governor 
ang his bodyguard were stopping here, which ellowed us to sleep 
peacefully behind thick walls while machine gun artists stomped 
quietly past our doors all night lone. 

The uprising heving degenerated into a game of hide end seek 
between the soldiers and rebels, with a side line of horse borrow- 
ing, we proceeded to carry on our studies of 4ll the importent 
mission sites. These studies were necessarily brief and consisted 
of teking photographs, meking as many architectural drewings and 
sketches as time would permit end taking notes on the conetruction 
end detail. 

These missions were established ty the Jesuit Pedre Kino be- 
tween 1687 and 1711 and operated by the Jesuits until their ex- 


pulsion from Mexico, however, the churches as they stand today are 


in general Franciscan structures or Franciscan reconstruction of 


Jesuit structures. 


The architectural drawings included in this report are com 








piled from the note-booke of Leffler Miller and Scofield DeLong, 


Howard Tovrea's contributions elong this same line having been 
incorporated for the most part in his report on Tumacacori, sub- 
mitted January 15, 1936. These drawings are representative of 
the different types of mission planning, construction, detail, 
ornament end furnishings, but are not all necessarily accurate, 
aS many sites had to be covered in « comparatively short time, 
thus precluding the possibilities of too much accurecy. The 
erchitectursl photogrephs herein were taken by Leffler Miller, 
the numerous excellent photographs by George Grant being on 
file in Washington, D. ¢. Arthur Woodward's ebility es an er- 
cheeologost end interpreter proved invaluable to the party. 
Robert Rose, heving visited most of the Sonora Niesions sites 
in 1954 with Dr. Carl Ruseell, contributed euch toward the 


success of the expedition. 





WATRATALS AND CONSTRUCTION 


fhe materials used in erecting the missions were those evail- 
able near the mission sites. Stone of varying degrees of durabii- 
ity and quelity are found thru-out Senora, the stones employed in 
the building being for the most part small end easily handled. In 
the construction of Sen Xavier in Arizone, however, stone had to 
be transported many miles from the nesrest mountains, the Indian 
women carrying these stones on their heeds the entire distence, no 
stone being ailowed to touch the ground until the mission site was 
reached. 

Glay used in the making of burned brick is reedily obtainable 
thru-out the area. The bricks are soft but durable and a dull red 
in color. The sizés and shapes very, some at Caborca measuring 
8” x 8 x 1-1/4" for the vaulted ceiling construction, and 8" x 10" 
x 8-1/2" for pier end wall construction, while others at Oquitos 
measure 6" x 18" x 1-3/4". 

Adobe, a material widely used in the south-west, played a 
very important pert in mission construction. The idea of using 


abobe bricks was imported to Mexico from Spain where it hed been 


used es a building material since the advent of the Moors. These 


sun-dried bricks were made in varying sizes, from 2" to 4” thick 
and from 12" to 18" long. Straw, twige end stone particles were 
used as a bond and provided ea meteriel quite durable when properly 


protected. 


Wood was employed for roofs beams, lintels, doors, and fur- 


niture. Mesquite and pine were mostly used, mesquite being the 


% 





most common in Sonora. The vigas (beems) found in most of the 
missione hed been eadzed square but in some cases as at Oquitoa, 
round logs hed been used slong with the squared beans. 

Window and door openings ere commonly spanned with wood lin- 
tels. These members are plastered over, first being scored to 
allow the plester to hold. In the older structures the windor 
consisted of a wood frame in which verticel wood bars were placed 
to form a wood grille. Sehind the wood grille, solid wood shut- 
ters ewing on wood pins. An excellent exemple of this type of 


window wee found in the 014 edobe wall of Cocospera. only the 


frame remained, but the window is easily reconstructed from this 


as illustrated in the detail drewings of Cocospera. 

Doors were of two types, the simpler type being built of wood 
planks on wood freme, the more elaborate doors being panelled. 

The older doors are pivoted, wood pins or pivots at the tep and 
bottom being inserted in round holes provided in the head end sill 
of the door frame. Doors were eleo found which humg on iron pins 
inserted in the side of the opening. More eleborate hardware con- 
sisted of iron hinges and locks is provided for some of the leter 
doors. 

Wood choir loft rails, for the most part were found to heve 
wooé balusters turned on a lethe. Probably some of these early 
types were ande on primitive lathes, operated by neophytes. At 
Tubuteme is seen the oldest rail consisting of heavy hend carved 
balusters undoubtedly the work of the Indien. 


Saguaro cactus ribe, cane and ocatilla, also hed a part to 





play in the mission construction. Similer to small round poles, 
they were laid over the vigas and in every case at « right angle 
to the vigas, to form the furnished ceiling. 

Structural systema used were of two types, the post and lin- 
tel, and the earch end pier. A third structure] system ~- the truss, 
does not appeer in the Sonore Missions, Although e pitched roof 
with wood rafters is to be found at Gocospere, no attempt was made 
to construct a real truss. 

Little is known of the construction of the first tesporery 
quarters at the mission sites. They may have been sintlar to those 
erected in California which were little better then brush huts, 


more liveable quarters leter being constructed of wood costs set 


Glosely together and plastered inside and ont with clay, and 


roofed with poles, grees and mud. 

Adobe brick construction wae taken up es a more permanent type 
of construction. The bricke when dried were leid up in mué mortar. 
The thickness of the md joints varies in present ruined buildings 
from 6” as found at Sente Terese to 1" used et Gquitor. 

AGobe brick wells were necessefily heavy due to the poor 
beering value of the adobe. The minimum thickness es a rule wes 
avout 3 feet. The early adobe walle were finished inside and out 
with a thin hard adobe mud plaster and given «a heavy coat of white- 
wash, 

Mud plaster offered but e« temporary protection to the adobe, 
so a type of cement mortar was developed to be applied on the ex- 
terior walls. The best protection for the adobe was given when 


burned bricks became eavallable. The bricks were used es a facing 





carried up the exterior walle to the top of the parapet where a 


molded brick cornice was constructed. These walle were alweys 
finished with stucco and given a coat of whitewash. 

A% Gavorea is found the most durable construction. The walls 
here are of cemented stone and brick masonry, the facing both in- 
side and out being of burned brick. The wells heve been ag usual 
finished outside with stucco end inside with lime plester. 

The planning of the churehes was necessarily influenced by 
the materials to te used in their construction. Where viges were 
employed to support the roof, the Nave was quite narrow since tin- 
bers of any great length were not easily obtainable. Corbels were 
often introduced at the ends of the vigas for reinforcing. This 
type of construction was used in the earlier and less preteatious 
structures. 

GCocospera offers sn unusual type of roof and ceiling con- 
struction. Three adobe arches springing from heavy adobe piers 
Span the Nave. Mesquite beams are supported between these arches 
and are placed so as to form a rather flat barrel vault. Small 
poles placed closely together between the beams are held in place 
by notehes in the beams end form lathe upon which a gypeum plaster 
is applied. A pitched roof is constructed of wood rafters spenned 
by small poles lashed to the rafters with rewhide. Surned clay 
roof tiles leid in e sement mortar and supported on the small poles 
complete the roof. This is the only mission in the Sonora chain 
using the mission -- tile roof. 


Veult construction is used in the larger missions. An ex- 


ample of e barrel vault ceiling ie found in San Ignacio. Here. 
9 








the Nave is spanned by a simple brick vault springing from the 
adobe walls. Piers supporting a transverse arch are placed half 
way down the Nave probably with the idea of relieving the thrust 
from the heavy roof. Brick faced adobe walls and relisving piers 
proved incapable of supporting the heavy ceiling so we find the 
seemingly hurried construction of a massive buttress on either 
side of the Naive sufficient to relieve both the thrust from the 
vault and any doubts the builders might have had that the building 
would stand. A more successful barrel vault construction is seen 
in Pitiquito and the use of barrel vault as well as groined vault 
eecilings is common in the minor rooms of other missions. 

Domes are characteristic of the more pretentious churches. 


They are of several types and always constructed of a single shell 


\ 
of brick. The dome over the crossing is usually built upon an oc- 


tagonal drum rising from pendentives. Window openings are placed 
in the drums. Caborca offers splendid opportunities to study 
several varieties of dome construction ranging from the very flat 
type to the hemispherical type. 

The architects of the missions were usually the salle’ them- 
selves, who aS a rule conceived the work and directed the Indians 
in the erection of the buildings. In the case of Caborca and San 
Xevier it is evident that trained architects were employed, and 
probably the same architect in both cases since the features thru- 
out these two churches are so similar. 

Although architecture did not constitute part of the padres 


training, a love for the edifices of Spain and New Spain was carried 





with them to the mission outposts. Building in the fashion of their 


native country they erected the finest structures circumstances would 
permit. 

The primitive qualities of a pioneer country ere interwoven with 
@ Gonscious expression of the styles of the netive lend. The re- 
sulte constitute an architecture frenk, simples and unrestrained 


but fast fading under the hand of time. 





DEVELOPMENT OF MISSION ARCHITECTURE: 


For a proper study of mission architecture in the Southwest, 
one must necesserily turn to Mexico. Here the architecture is 
fashioned after that of the mother country, Spain, although all the 
architectural features of the Mexican Churches ere not directly 
traceable to Europe. It is necessary, however, to first consider 
the erchitecture of Spain and briefly trace its development into 
the style which was later transplanted into Mexico. 

Prom early times the Iberien Peninsula had been under the don- 
ination of conquering peoples from the Esst. The Iberieans were con- 
quered first by the Romans, then the Visi-Goths and in turn by the 
Moors, who were finally subjugated by the combined forces from the 
north. The influence of these various peoples combined to give to 
Spein a cogmpoliten architecture not found in other Luropean 
countries. 

Roman culture and influences ferm the basis upon which the 
Spanish civiiizetion was built. Excellent builders, the Romans 
contributed the arch pier systems of construction, the use of 
cemented masonry walls, and the classic details end decoration. 

The Viesi-Goths hed iittie to contribute toward the architecture. 

The Moors who dominated the country for almost eight hundred 
years had « particularly fer reaching influence upon the arts and 
architecture. More decorators then constructors, their buildings 
were profusely ornamented with little thought given to expressing 
the structural elements, Decorations were lavishiy used in the in- 


teriors, but the exterior walls were ieft plein except around the 
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entrance and window openings. ‘The use of stucco wall finishes 
was common with the Moors. With them sleo ceme the introduction 
of domes and arches of Byzentine influence, with decorative motifs 
deriveé from the Persians and Syrians. 

With the coming of Christien victories in the north of Spain, 
komanesque architecture was introduced from France, but leter gave 
way to the Gothic style. Thus two great styles in the north flour- 


ished while the Moorish style continued in the south. 


Avehitecture received « new impetus after Spanish victories 


over the Moors. Gothic structures under Moorish influences de- 
veloped inte the Gothic-Moresque, e fanciful end florid style re- 
training something of the structural balence of the Gothic. The 
discovery of the new world and the final over-throw of the Moors 
brought Spein inte « dominant position. The Renaissance style 
was introduced during this prosperous period, and developed with 
the Gothic-Moresque to produce e style known as the Plateresque 
and cheracterized by broad surface decorations particularly about 
the door and winuow openings, claborated pilasters and broken 
pediments end entabdlatures. The Platereaque style was followed 
Glosely by the Baroque (a eclessic revival) and leter by the Chur- 
rigueresque (from the architect Churriguere). 

The Baroque style dominated from the later 16th century end 
through the 17th century, while the 18th century enjoyed the domi- 
nance of both the Beroque and the Churrigueresque. Both styles 
ere characterized by the interruption of straight lines, breeking 
of entablatures and pediments, the ornazentation of penels. 


The Beroque style is characterized by the use of restrained 





columns which may be twisted or storied, while the panels are un- 
decorated end the profiles preserve their regularity. 

The Churvigueresque is characterized by: highly decorated 
pilasters, lines infiniteamelly broken, all panels decorated, and 
sculpture becoming an integral part of the structurs. 

These two styles often merge into each other and frequently 
show the influences of other styles in varying degrees. 

This briefly outlines the coeampoliten architecture intro- 
Guced into Mexico by the conquering Spaniards. The eerliest Span- 
ish buildings in Mexico faithfully followed the styles of the Ne- 
tive Land. The influence of the Aztee, however, soon became appar- 


ent in carrying on construction with Indien artisans and the 


early structures bear their impress. 


Ae in the colonial work of other countries, the architecture 
in Mexico, while basicelly that of the mother country, took on an 
individual character suited to new conditions. This Spanish- 
Goloniel style wes orgenic in charecter and rich in detail. Strong 
contrasts between plain and desorated surfaces were displayed, 
the portions ornamented Netnes the facade, side entrances, towers 
above the roof andthe domes. ‘The design and exesution of tie orne~ 
ment was often entrusted to native hends and consequently not too 
well developed nor refined but free from restraint. 

Domes were an ismortent feature of Mexican architecture. Built 
with a single shell, the domes were often covered with glazed tiles 
of dlue, yellow, black and gold and gurmonted by a lantern. 

Vaulted ceilings were almost invariably used except earliest 


structures erected solely for utility and defense. The stone or 





brick vaulting was plastered and either decorated or plein. The 
prevailing color was white and the older decoration in bends, and 
Center pieces painted in dull reds, blues and yellows with an 
ebundance of black used for outlining. 

The Spenish-Cclonial in Mexico followed the changes of style 
which took place in Spain, the Pateresaue, the Baroque and the 
Churrigueresque each holding forth but lagging in time the de- 
velopment of these styles in Spain. 


while the proe@perity of the new country was expressed in these 


megnificent Monuments, the churches established to the north re- 


ceived littie official ettention. The padres in sharge eat the 
Sonoran Missions managed to express in a few of the churches, some- 
thing of the splendor of these elaborate structures, as eat Caborca, 
Cocospera and Tubuteama. These churches might be called « provin-~ 
ciel variety of the Spani sh-Colontel of Mexicc. 
The main erchitectural features of the importent Franciscan 
Wiesions in Sonore mey be listed ase follows: 
lL. Solid, Massive Walle and Buttresses. 
& Areaded Corridors, Arches supported on Piers, s8 at 
Gaborca, Pitiquite. 
Decorated Area ebout Entrance, Fantastic Pedimented Gables, 
as et Tubateme, Caborea, Gocospera, Oguitoa. 
Belfries. 
(a) Two Storied Towers, as at 


Sen Ignacio, Magdalene, Caborce, Tubutama. 
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(ob) Single Story Tower, as at: 
GOCcospera. 
(¢) @all Type, as at: 
OQquitos, Atil {now destroyed) 
5. Bomes, os at: 
Gan Ignecic, Megdsiensa, Pitiaquite, Seborca, 
Tubutema,. 
6. Roofs. 
(a) Berrel Vault, ot 
Sen Igancio, Pitiquito. 


(&) Pleat Dome, as at: 


Caborca, Tubutema,. 


(c) Flet (wood beams) as at: 
Oquitoe. 
7. Large Areas of Undecorated Yall Surface, ae at; 
Ail Missions, 
8. Patio or Partially Enclosed Gerden Aree, as traceable at: 
Caborca, Pitiquite, Cocospere, Sen Ignacio. 

Solid, massive wails ere characteristic of ail the mission 
structures. This feature resuitse from the necessity of bulliding 
heavy walls of adobe for strength, stability and defense, and from 
the desire to erect austere and noble edifices. Buttresses were 
introduced in many of the missions to strengthen the iong high 
wells and to react against the thrust from vaulted roofs end domes 
acovs. 

 prendee are directly traceable to Spain. In the home land 


the series of arches are supported on columns. In the Sonore 








Miseions the use of adobe and small stanes together with the lack 
Of skilled workmen dictated the use of simple square piers in place 
of columns. 

The decorated area about the entrance is for the most part the 
only elaboration displayed on the exterior of the missions. ‘This 
eiaboration is expressed in varying degrees, from the boldly son- 
ceived motif framing the entrance doors at Sean Ignacio to the 
broader treatment of the area between the two towers on the facade 
of Caboree. ‘he fantestic end pedimented gables reflect this fes- 
ture used on vhe more elaborate structures in the south. 

the bell towers in Sonora Missions ere usually two stories, 
with circular headed openings piercing the walls in which the belis 
are hung. The towers are plein, surmounted by e dome and crowned 
with « lantern. ‘The lower floor of the tower at the roof level is 
either of wood, as st San ignacio, or masonry supported by a vault 
aS at Caborca. One example of a single story bell tower is at 
vocospera and is constructed similar to the two storied towers. A 
Simpler form of belfry ie the wall type which is merely « continu- 
ation of the wall above the roof, heving pierced openings in which 


the bells ere hung. ‘his type is seen at Oquitea. 


YOmes are as Gharacteristic feature of the churches in Sonora. 


Of Byzantine end Moorish influence, they lend something of the Medi- 
terranean atmosphere noticeable in many of the Mexican towas. The 
domes are generally constructed upon an osotagonal drum which is 
pierced with small window openings to ellow light te enter. At Piti- 


quito the drum is not used, the dome here being supported directly 
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upon pendentives. Domes are usually placed over the erossing, but 
Lm the Case Of San Ignacio, it rises over the Senctuary. The shape 
of the domes generally is hemispherical, but an egg-shaped dome is 
used in Pitiquite. The interior of the domes and drums were often 
painted wits the crude but highly iateresting designs by native 
artisans. Tuduteama still retains these decorative paintings now 
somewhat feded. Domes with tile surfaced extericore were out of 
the question in Sonora and the builders were content to whitewash 
them although at San Xavier the dome wes painted to imitete tile. 
Barrel vault and flat dome roofs are used in the more preten- 
tious missions. <A brick interior cornice or molding is placed at 
or Below the spring line of the valt or dome and exterior parapet 
walls of brick, finished with a molded brick cornice, carry above 
the roof in every case. Piet roofs are used in the simpler struc- 


Gures, wood beems or vigas supporting thie roof. Carved wood 


eorbvels often introduced are of Indien workmanship. Under the 


choir loft st Gocospers were found carved wood corbels which had 
been given s coat Of plaster, but thie prectice is unusual in 
the use of wood gorbels. Simple brick parapet walls with a 
brick cornice were also used with the flat roof. 

A @ommon foeture of all the Sonore Missions ie the large 
areas of undecorated wall @aurfece, This characteristic, of 
Moorish ancestry, proved extremely practical in the mission con- 
struction of Sonora, due to the employment of unskillea netive 
workmen. Any exterior elaboration was confined to decoration 
about the entrence end tends further to illustrate the influence 


derived from the mother country. 
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spanish feature introduced by the Moors is the 


patio or 6n- 


which was well sdepted to the mission layout, eonsider- 


SS uncer “hich the churchea operated fais fea~ 


the outlying buildings, wells 


a@ church and examples of the feature are partially intact, 


east traceable, at Gaborca, Pitiguito L@necio end Cosos- 
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SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


Tae characteristic features, meterials, construction and de- 
tails of the Sonora Missions, as they relate to Tumacacori, have 
been estebdlished. Sufficient material has been compiled to warrant 
definite architectural reconstruction. There is eleo enough date 
to allow the museum technicians to carry on the erchitectural por- 
tion of the proposed museum exhibits releting to the Frenciecan 
structure, 

Welter G. Attwell, Associate Engineer, Netional Park Service, 


in his report "Proposed Ruine Stabilization, Mission Sen Jose de 


Tumacacori,” Mey 1935, hes thoroughly outlined the stabilization 


problems. The work of this character already done by Frank Pinkley 
Superintendent of Southwestern Monuments is highly valueble but 
further stabilization, as outlined above, is much needed, 

It is here recommended that eny work of restoration be kept 
to e minioum. With the erchitectural date in this report end with 
the mission photographs by George Grant, any further work can readily 
follow the cherecter of related work in the existing Sonore Missions. 

The floors throughout Tumacacori should be restored using 
burned brick laid in psttern, so common in the other Franciscan 
structures of this region. With proper study of o14 photographs 
and existing conditions at the mission, it might be possible to re- 
store the choir loft. 

The outlying buildings at Tumecacori could be reconstructed 
with some degree of accuracy as to the character of the buildings 


of this period, but any attempt at authentic restoration would not 
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be successful with the smell emount of date available after the ex- 
eavetions of 1934. 

In the report "San Jose de Tumacacori,” by J. H. Tovrea, Jan- 
uary 1936, recommendation is made that detailed measured drawings 
of Tumacacori be made, recording the restored portions of the mis- 
sion and adjoining structures, Recommendation is aiso made that 
the existing painted designs be recorded in detail. These records 
are of vital importance as Mr. Tovere points out and should be 
made es soon as possibie, 

Architectural studies in Sonora of s more accurete nature 
would prove profitable but are not deemed necessary at this time. 
As the Arehitectural work connected with Tumacecori progresses, 
eny further date that might be found essential and not covered in 
this report could readily be obtained in Sonora by one or tro men 
femiliar with these missions, 

Wo authentic information regarding the first carly structures 
erected at the mission sites hes been obtained. Date on these 
structures together with details of the processes end methods em- 
ployed in the erection of Jesuit Ghurches might be obteined at the 
Museo Nacional in the City of Mexico, where plans, pictures and 
Spanish documents are availeble for study. 

Published works relating to the architectural features of the 
Mexican Missions will be found useful to architects and museum 
¢techniciens. The “Architect end Engineer” published in San Fran- 


cisco conteins articles in the July, September, and December issues 


of 1921 by Prentice Duell entitled "The Arizone-Sonora Chain of 


Miseions." By the seme euthor is the book "Mission Architecture" 





which contains more deteiled descriptions of the Sonora Missions. 


*"Svonish-CGoloniel Architecture in Mexico” by Sylvester Baxter 


offers splendid date concerning the architectural influence and 


styles in Mexico. 
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CONDITION OF 

FOUNDATIONS: Rubble stone in cement. 

FLOORS; Brick, iei¢ in herring-bone pattern in Nevé. Square 
tiles in Baptistry and Secristy. 

SALLS: Adobe with burned brick facing. 


CEILINGS: Round end squere ceiling beams throughout, spanned by 


cane and split saguare ribs. Carved wood corbele under Neve 


ceiling beams. . Sanctuary ceiling ebout 5 feet higher than 
Nave ceiling. 

EXTERIOR: Piester over brick. Stone buttresses at rear. 

INTERIO“N: Finish - lime plaster whitewashed. Evidence of peint- 
ed wainscots under whitewash, 

DOORS: Plush penel plenk doors of mesquite. 

GHOIR LOFT: New wood construction. 

STALRS ¢ Outside brick etairs to choir loft. 

OUTLYING BUILDINGS: Portions of adobe cemetery wall still stand- 


ing adjoining west wall of church. 
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Wainscot IN NAVE 
Cobalt Dive wainscot below 4 bands { 
Earlier design- Red and Bive-grey showing 
abovt 5-0 above per All walls 
now whitewashed. 
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CONDITION OF CHURCH: Best preserved of the Missions, and 
only @hurch still in use. 


; - “~ p TT é rar % Tre ° rs . S$ % “” es 4 . be . 
FOUNDATIONS: Rubble stone, well cemented. 
Sta tcomnaneiecsatae 


WALLS: Burned brick with molded brick cornice, 


GEILINGS: Nave - flet domes between transverse trick ribs. Dome 
over crossing support on a high octagonsl drun. 

Finish - whitewushed plaster. Untrance faecede highly 
decorative with pllasters and panels decorated with low plas- 
ter relief. 

INTERIOR: Finieh ~ lime plaster with elaborately decorated chapels 
and reredos. Interior elaborate with painted decorations on 


walls, ceillincs, and cornice. 
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modern and not particularly interes’ 
condition. 
stone. 

Burned brick with molded brick cornice. 


Wave ~- flet domes between transverse 


Crossing - dome on octagonal drum, 


EXTERIOR: Finish - stucco, whitewashed. 


Finish - whitewashed lime pisster. 


ter - recent clessic design. 


older and more interesting with gold and white 
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HUSSTRA SENORA de lm CONCEPCION del CABORCA 


CONDITION OF GHURGH: Rear portion including the Sanctuary, Se- 
eristy ané south Transept destroyed by floods, north Transept 
deft exposed. Nave - welled off and now used as a school. 

POUNDATIONS: Well cemented rubble stone. 

FLOORS: 6" x 15" burned brick. 

BALLS: Well cemented stone and burned brick with brick facing. 

CEILINGS; Neve end Transepts - low brick domes between transverse 
brick arches. Oroscing has semi-circular dome on high octeg- 
oneal drum. Ceilings - plaster with plester ornaments in center 
of domes. Shell ornamented ceiling over choir loft. 

SATSRION; Plaster over briek. Plester ornament on entrance facade, 

LNTEEPION: Finieh ~ whiteweshed plaster. ‘Whitewash covers early 
painted decorations on walle end ceiling. 

DOORS: Molded panel mesquite doors hung on wrought iron hinges. 

OUTLYING BUILDINGS: Mostly destroyed by river but a few found- 
ations stili traceable. A plastered brick arcade remains 
edjoining the rear north wall of church and the front wall 
of a row of rooms back of the arcade still stends. Series 


of groined brick veulte form the celling of the arcade, 
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SAN DIEGO del PITIQUITO 


CONDITION OF CHURCH: Fairly well preserved. 

FOUNDATIONS: Rubble stone in cement. 

FLOORS: Brick, now covered by newer wood floor. 

WALLS: Burned brick and stone with brick facing and molded brick 
cornices. 

CEILINGS; Barrel-vaulted ceiling in Neve end Baptistry. Helf dome 
over Senctuery. Pear-shaped dome on pendentives over the 
crossing. 

EXTERIOR: Finish - plester on brick - whitewashed, Painted de- 
eorations around entrance, 

Burned brick pliers end erches with vaulted ceilings be- 
tween transverse arches. 

INTERIOR: Finish - whitewashed plester. Herlier peinted decora- 
tions now covered with whitewash. 


DOORS: Panelled meaquite doors hung on iron pins. 


OUTLYING BUILDINGS: Foundations of rooms and continuation of ar- 


cade traceable adjoining south wall at front of church. fEvi- 


dence of other rooms adjoining rear of church. 
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Wooden chest in Pitiquito 
Formerly covered with black leather 
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